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Only part of report quoted on
Palestinian home demolitions

I write regarding the letter to the editor by
Mike Fegelman of Honest Reporting
Canada ("Palestine-Israel coverage missed a
few points," The Telegram, Jan. 21),
concerning the "effectiveness" of the
demolition of Palestinian homes by Israel,
studied in a scholarly paper by researchers
Benmelech, Berrebi and Klor, based in the
U.S. and Israel.
The paper in question has just been
published (easily found though Google) but
is based on earlier studies and previous
publications by them. The data used appears
to be from 2000 to 2005.

Smoke rises in the air as fame spread across buildings
after Israeli strikes in Shijaiyah neighbourhood in
Gaza City, Sunday. Thousands were forced to fee and
damaged or destroyed homes. — Photo by The
Associated Press
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It would appear that Fegelman has not read
this paper, only what a journalist with the
Jerusalem Post reported.

Let me quote from the conclusions section of
the paper: "(Punitive) house demolitions (of
the homes of suicide bombers) ... leads to an
immediate decrease in the number of suicide
terrorists. This effect dissipates over time and
space. In contrast, precautionary house
demolitions, which can be likened to an
indiscriminatory policy of counter terrorism,
leads to a signifcant increase in the number of suicide terror attacks.

"Counter terror measures ... have only a limited effect on ... suicide terrorism ... the main
factors bringing about the beginning or ending of terror campaigns belong to the political
rather than the military realm."

Dr. Jeff Halper of the Israeli Committee on House Demolitions, a respected and active
Israeli social scientist, born and trained in the U.S., who will be speaking at Memorial
University on Feb. 4, has much to say on this topic.

There were 48,038 demolitions of Palestinian houses between 1967 (when Israel occupied
the West Bank and East Jerusalem) and 2014. Only 1,522 were "punitive," exercising the
doubtful justice of leaving the grandparents, parents, spouses and children of a suicide
bomber homeless.

The rest are mainly classifed as "military," such as homes demolished in the attacks on
Gaza, or demolished "administratively," simply because they were built or extended
without permit.

Israel does not grant such permits - period - to Palestinians, even where they have owned
the land for generations, while allowing the building and extension of Jewish settlements
all over the occupied territories, often encroaching on land owned and used by
Palestinians.

The upcoming talk by Halper will be an opportunity to learn more about the human costs
of this injustice.

John Molgaard, St. John’s

Organizations: Jerusalem Post, Israeli Committee, House Demolitions

Geographic location: U.S., Israel, West Bank East Jerusalem Gaza
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