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Each 2.5 increase in
attacks means a 0.018
per cent decrease in
the fertility rate
observed two years
later
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Terrorist attacks make a country less fertile, according to new research.

Measured both by the number of incidents, and the number of deaths, terrorism appears to have a negative effect on
the number of children a woman is expected to have over her lifetime, and the number of live births each year.

The study, by Claude Berrebi of the Hebrew University, Jerusalem, and Jordan Ostwald of the US air force, studied
66,000 incidents of terrorism in 170 countries from 1970 to 2007.

They wrote: “Since the onset of the twenty-frst century, terrorism has grown as a signifcant factor affecting our
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