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Could the Ebola scare affect next month's election?
It may seem a bit crass to even address this
question, but it's rare we see a national panic over a
deadly disease erupt so close to an election, and
candidates are already using the disease as a
possible campaign issue. Just what effect might this
have?
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— roughly half a percent of the American population at the time — while Ebola has, to date, killed
one person in the United States. But politically, there are similarities; both are terrifying diseases
whose outbreaks roughly coincide with a congressional mid-term election.

There is at least some evidence that voters will blame the party in power for natural disasters,
although perhaps not all disasters. Chris Achen and Larry Bartels analyzed the political effects of
the Spanish Flu in a famous paper that looked at the impact of natural disasters on American
elections. Interestingly, while Achen and Bartels found that Americans blame their elected officials
for things like shark attacks and droughts, they found no such impact for the flu. There was no
disproportionate vote against the Democratic Party (then, like now, in control of the White House
and the Senate) in the cities where the pandemic was most prevalent.

It may be that given the state of public health
programs at the time, Americans simply did not
think of massive disease outbreaks in political
terms; they didn't blame or credit national
leaders for their response because none was
expected.

There's at least some evidence that voters will
blame the party in power for natural disasters,
although perhaps not all disasters. A paper by
John Gasper and Andrew Reeves, however,
suggests that voters actually consider the
government's response to the disaster and assign
rewards and punishments based on that. Indeed,
they find that voters can distinguish between the
actions of presidents and governors in response to damaging storms. That voters can evaluate the
government's response to a disaster might explain why Superstorm Sandy didn't hurt President
Obama's re-election bid in 2012 and may have actually helped it, while Hurricane Katrina did
President Bush no favors.

Perhaps, however, there's a large partisan effect at play. Claude Berrebi and Esteban Klor
examined local elections in Israel that occurred within a few months of nearby terror attacks and
found that an attack was associated with a 1.4-point increase in the vote for the conservative
parties. Presumably, voters became more comfortable with right-leaning parties due to the fear
and insecurity created by terrorist attacks.

What might all of this mean for the current American elections? Shepard Smith said it very well on
Fox News last week:

With mid-term elections coming, the party in charge needs to appear to be effectively leading. The
party out of power needs to show that there is a lack of leadership. So the president has canceled

fundraising and is holding meetings, and his political opponents are accusing his administration of

poor leadership.

It's possible that the current Ebola scare is undermining American's sense of security and well-
being, even while not directly threatening their lives. It's also possible that this sense of insecurity
has become politicized in Americans' minds, such that they — consciously or unconsciously —
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blame Obama for the climate of fear and will punish Democrats for it in the election.

But what beyond that? Will they credit or punish Democrats for Obama's handling of the
situation? Will they turn to Republicans to protect them during times of crisis?

Submit Tip
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» Investigations tips: 1-866-748-TIPS
It's also entirely possible that Americans' attention will turn to other matters in the next two
weeks. But given that early voting is already occurring in several states, the Ebola effect, to the
extent there is one, is already embedded into the 2014 elections. We'll know in a few weeks just
how large it was.

Seth Masket is a political scientist at the University of Denver, specializing in political parties,
state legislatures, campaigns and elections, and social networks.

To send a letter to the editor about this article, submit online or check out our guidelines for how
to submit by e-mail or mail.

RELATED STORIES

From Around the Web

1045 710 "

ALUXURY TRAVEL BLOG ~ NEW YORK TIMES NEW YORK TIMES NEW YORK TIMES

BY TRAVELPONY The Empty River of Life French Nuclear Model ~ To Cameron, the Tory
The Hidden Secret to Falters Victor, Now Go the
Booking 5-Star Hotel Headaches

Rooms MORE VIDEOS:

4 ORE SETS OF HUMAN REMAINS FOUND
K e T

Denver Local Guide

TALKMARKETS MOVABLE INK OPTIMOVE ozy
Birth Pangs Of The 5 Strategies for Discover Valuable Trailer Parks: The

Coming Great Creating Email with Lapsed Customers, and Hidden America Featured Businesses
Depression Responsive Content Win Them Back!

ALP Safety & Defense For Everyone
Groundcovers Greenhouse

More from The Denver Post Candlelight Dinner Playhouse
Hobby Town USA


http://blogs.denverpost.com/eletters/letters
http://blogs.denverpost.com/eletters/how-to-send-a-letter-to-the-editor/
http://mylocal.denverpost.com/
http://mylocal.denverpost.com/home/26955900
http://mylocal.denverpost.com/denver-CO/lawn-and-garden/greenhouses/Groundcovers-Greenhouse-303-758-8957
http://mylocal.denverpost.com/johnstown-CO/arts-and-entertainment/theater-company/Candlelight-Dinner-Playhouse-970-744-3747
http://mylocal.denverpost.com/longmont-CO/shopping/game-and-toy-stores/Hobby-Town-USA-303-774-1557
http://youpost.denverpost.com/submit-your-photos/
tel:+18667488477
http://www.aluxurytravelblog.com/2013/10/23/4-simple-steps-to-cheaper-hotel-rates-with-travelpony/
http://www.aluxurytravelblog.com/2013/10/23/4-simple-steps-to-cheaper-hotel-rates-with-travelpony/
http://www.aluxurytravelblog.com/2013/10/23/4-simple-steps-to-cheaper-hotel-rates-with-travelpony/
http://www.aluxurytravelblog.com/2013/10/23/4-simple-steps-to-cheaper-hotel-rates-with-travelpony/
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/06/world/middleeast/iran-our-man-in-tehran.html?WT.mc_id=2015-MAY-OTB-INTL_AUD_DEV-0503-0531&WT.mc_ev=click&ad-keywords=IntlAudDev
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/06/world/middleeast/iran-our-man-in-tehran.html?WT.mc_id=2015-MAY-OTB-INTL_AUD_DEV-0503-0531&WT.mc_ev=click&ad-keywords=IntlAudDev
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/08/business/energy-environment/france-nuclear-energy-areva.html?WT.mc_id=2015-MAY-OTB-INTL_AUD_DEV-0503-0531&WT.mc_ev=click&ad-keywords=IntlAudDev
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/08/business/energy-environment/france-nuclear-energy-areva.html?WT.mc_id=2015-MAY-OTB-INTL_AUD_DEV-0503-0531&WT.mc_ev=click&ad-keywords=IntlAudDev
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/08/business/energy-environment/france-nuclear-energy-areva.html?WT.mc_id=2015-MAY-OTB-INTL_AUD_DEV-0503-0531&WT.mc_ev=click&ad-keywords=IntlAudDev
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/09/world/europe/cameron-election-uk-scotland-europe-austerity-referendum.html?WT.mc_id=2015-MAY-OTB-INTL_AUD_DEV-0503-0531&WT.mc_ev=click&ad-keywords=IntlAudDev
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/09/world/europe/cameron-election-uk-scotland-europe-austerity-referendum.html?WT.mc_id=2015-MAY-OTB-INTL_AUD_DEV-0503-0531&WT.mc_ev=click&ad-keywords=IntlAudDev
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/09/world/europe/cameron-election-uk-scotland-europe-austerity-referendum.html?WT.mc_id=2015-MAY-OTB-INTL_AUD_DEV-0503-0531&WT.mc_ev=click&ad-keywords=IntlAudDev
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/09/world/europe/cameron-election-uk-scotland-europe-austerity-referendum.html?WT.mc_id=2015-MAY-OTB-INTL_AUD_DEV-0503-0531&WT.mc_ev=click&ad-keywords=IntlAudDev
http://www.talkmarkets.com/content/us-markets/birth-pangs-of-the-coming-great-depression?post=57727&utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=referral
http://www.talkmarkets.com/content/us-markets/birth-pangs-of-the-coming-great-depression?post=57727&utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=referral
http://www.talkmarkets.com/content/us-markets/birth-pangs-of-the-coming-great-depression?post=57727&utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=referral
http://www.talkmarkets.com/content/us-markets/birth-pangs-of-the-coming-great-depression?post=57727&utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=referral
http://bit.ly/1Ec35Sx
http://bit.ly/1Ec35Sx
http://bit.ly/1Ec35Sx
http://bit.ly/1Ec35Sx
http://www.optimove.com/blog/discovering-valuable-churn-sub-segments?utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Otbrn_ChrnSbSgmnt
http://www.optimove.com/blog/discovering-valuable-churn-sub-segments?utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Otbrn_ChrnSbSgmnt
http://www.optimove.com/blog/discovering-valuable-churn-sub-segments?utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Otbrn_ChrnSbSgmnt
http://www.optimove.com/blog/discovering-valuable-churn-sub-segments?utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Otbrn_ChrnSbSgmnt
http://www.ozy.com/true-story/the-odd-legal-limbo-for-mobile-home-owners/40029?utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=paid&utm_campaign=TPN
http://www.ozy.com/true-story/the-odd-legal-limbo-for-mobile-home-owners/40029?utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=paid&utm_campaign=TPN
http://www.ozy.com/true-story/the-odd-legal-limbo-for-mobile-home-owners/40029?utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=paid&utm_campaign=TPN

http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29052247&trackingGroup=90115&widgetId=27691&playlistId=994&siteSection=denverpost2slider_nws_non_sec&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.denverpost.com%252Fci_26793921%252Fwhen-disease-becomes-campaign-issue-likely-electoral-fallout
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29052247&trackingGroup=90115&widgetId=27691&playlistId=994&siteSection=denverpost2slider_nws_non_sec&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.denverpost.com%252Fci_26793921%252Fwhen-disease-becomes-campaign-issue-likely-electoral-fallout
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29052247&trackingGroup=90115&widgetId=27691&playlistId=994&siteSection=denverpost2slider_nws_non_sec&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.denverpost.com%252Fci_26793921%252Fwhen-disease-becomes-campaign-issue-likely-electoral-fallout
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29052247&trackingGroup=90115&widgetId=27691&playlistId=994&siteSection=denverpost2slider_nws_non_sec&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.denverpost.com%252Fci_26793921%252Fwhen-disease-becomes-campaign-issue-likely-electoral-fallout
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29052247&trackingGroup=90115&widgetId=27691&playlistId=994&siteSection=denverpost2slider_nws_non_sec&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.denverpost.com%252Fci_26793921%252Fwhen-disease-becomes-campaign-issue-likely-electoral-fallout
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29052247&trackingGroup=90115&widgetId=27691&playlistId=994&siteSection=denverpost2slider_nws_non_sec&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.denverpost.com%252Fci_26793921%252Fwhen-disease-becomes-campaign-issue-likely-electoral-fallout
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29052247&trackingGroup=90115&widgetId=27691&playlistId=994&siteSection=denverpost2slider_nws_non_sec&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.denverpost.com%252Fci_26793921%252Fwhen-disease-becomes-campaign-issue-likely-electoral-fallout
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29052247&trackingGroup=90115&widgetId=27691&playlistId=994&siteSection=denverpost2slider_nws_non_sec&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.denverpost.com%252Fci_26793921%252Fwhen-disease-becomes-campaign-issue-likely-electoral-fallout
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29052247&trackingGroup=90115&widgetId=27691&playlistId=994&siteSection=denverpost2slider_nws_non_sec&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.denverpost.com%252Fci_26793921%252Fwhen-disease-becomes-campaign-issue-likely-electoral-fallout
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29052247&trackingGroup=90115&widgetId=27691&playlistId=994&siteSection=denverpost2slider_nws_non_sec&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.denverpost.com%252Fci_26793921%252Fwhen-disease-becomes-campaign-issue-likely-electoral-fallout
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29053136&trackingGroup=90115&widgetId=27691&playlistId=994&siteSection=denverpost2slider_nws_non_sec&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.denverpost.com%252Fci_26793921%252Fwhen-disease-becomes-campaign-issue-likely-electoral-fallout
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29053106&trackingGroup=90115&widgetId=27691&playlistId=994&siteSection=denverpost2slider_nws_non_sec&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.denverpost.com%252Fci_26793921%252Fwhen-disease-becomes-campaign-issue-likely-electoral-fallout
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29052247&trackingGroup=90115&widgetId=27691&playlistId=994&siteSection=denverpost2slider_nws_non_sec&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.denverpost.com%252Fci_26793921%252Fwhen-disease-becomes-campaign-issue-likely-electoral-fallout
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29052247&trackingGroup=90115&widgetId=27691&playlistId=994&siteSection=denverpost2slider_nws_non_sec&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.denverpost.com%252Fci_26793921%252Fwhen-disease-becomes-campaign-issue-likely-electoral-fallout

	denverpost.com
	Masket: The likely electoral fallout from Ebola - The Denver Post


	tlbHktZWxlY3RvcmFsLWZhbGxvdXQA: 
	form1: 
	query: Search
	searchbutton: 


	tlbHktZWxlY3RvcmFsLWZhbGxvdXQA: 
	tipmail: 
	comments: 
	submit: 
	email_address: 




