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Training New Recruits to Kill

The suicide at-tack that nearly hit U.S. Vice
President Dick Cheney last week may signal worse tc
come in Afghanistan. The Taliban announced
recently that it has recruited hundreds of willing
martyrs, who are now training for a spring offensive.

Whether they have the right stuff remains to be
seen. The Taliban recruits mainly young, poorly
educated, native Afghans, says Reuven Paz, an
Israeli expert on radical Islam. But recent research
shows that age and education help to make a better
bomber. Efraim Benmelech of Harvard and Claude
Berrebi of the RAND Corp. recently analyzed 151
Palestinian suicide attacks from 2000 to 2005. They
found that a 25-year-old bomber averages five more
victims than an 18-year-old, while a college-
educated attacker will likely kill six more than a
lesser-educated peer. The educated are also 50
percent less likely to get caught prior to detonation.
And females are just as deadly as males.
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This applies in Irag, too, where the average age of
suicide bombers is between 25 and 27. Most
received a university education, and some have

Return of the Generals

Sadr: Spreading Havoc to New Parts of Iraq

Will: Why Howard Dean Wants to Re-regulate the
Media

Can Obama's Substance Match His Style?

advertisement

WPCAMES

¢ Smilidoiee

L
! s ¥
B

Get tips on monitoring your
credit. Learn more.

Cell phone deals at exclusive

rices. Learn more.
hell Di . ener
hallen i mmen

advertisement



http://g.msn.com/0nwenus0/AE/14
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=B5xNVRopQVfiTLsO58wOPj4HgCtrQ4bQGAAAAEAEgADgAWNKu7JjuAWD52vKDlBCCARdjYS1wdWItMzY3MTM0NjU1MTIyMTUwObIBGHd3dy5kY2xrLWRlZmF1bHQtcmVmLmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBAtoBIGh0dHA6Ly93d3cuZGNsay1kZWZhdWx0LXJlZi5jb20vwAIC4AIA6gIRNzAxL25ld3N3ZWVrLmludGz4AvfRHpADhAeYA-ADqAMB0ASQTuAEAZAGAaAGFNgHAQ&num=0&cid=5GguvIkV1CpKLsoD01fr1a2v&sig=AOD64_3AlFEoIgDQGI1Ce00HrRpYrjIkpA&client=ca-pub-3671346551221509&adurl=http://games.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/13063221/
http://g.msn.com/0nwenus0/AE/00
http://g.msn.com/0nwenus0/AE/02?SU=http://msnbc.msn.com/
http://login.passport.com/login.srf?lc=1033&id=41762&ru=http%3a%2f%2fwww.msnbc.msn.com%2f%3fid%3d17439417%26site%3dnewsweek&tw=1800&kv=1&ct=1177956937&ems=1&ver=2.5.1026.0&rn=!e0a2Jff&tpf=ec35fdaf691d9576f95673e3cf22dff6
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/18370085/site/newsweek/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/18370077/site/newsweek/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/18370077/site/newsweek/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3032542/site/newsweek/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/6976049/site/newsweek/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3720360/site/newsweek/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3276268/site/newsweek/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/11884162/site/newsweek/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3037899/site/newsweek/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/6729487/site/newsweek/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3037904/site/newsweek/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3037881/site/newsweek/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3037886/site/newsweek/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3286193/site/newsweek/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/4264305/site/newsweek/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3637973/site/newsweek/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3037964/site/newsweek/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3276063/site/newsweek/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/8573372/site/newsweek/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3037855/site/newsweek/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3037969/site/newsweek/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/9925747/site/newsweek/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3037915/site/newsweek/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3037860/site/newsweek/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3037951/site/newsweek/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3032542/site/newsweek/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3037881/site/newsweek/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3032542/site/newsweek/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3037881/site/newsweek/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/17439417/site/newsweek#storyContinued
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/17439417/site/newsweek#storyContinued
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BKX62oopQVeCVN46q8AP34oGYA8LE4bQGAAAAEAEgADgAWLqi7JjuAWD52vKDlBCCARdjYS1wdWItMzY3MTM0NjU1MTIyMTUwObIBGHd3dy5kY2xrLWRlZmF1bHQtcmVmLmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBAtoBIGh0dHA6Ly93d3cuZGNsay1kZWZhdWx0LXJlZi5jb20vwAIC4AIA6gIRNzAxL25ld3N3ZWVrLmludGz4AvfRHpADhAeYA-ADqAMB0ASQTuAEAZAGAaAGFNgHAQ&num=0&cid=5Gi0Y5HenFT0itJ8zAYWzZJL&sig=AOD64_0krB4iLQoKw8WBflZcD8dd_cJP0A&client=ca-pub-3671346551221509&adurl=http://games.washingtonpost.com/

javascript:Vote('nwk_070507issue_Happy',0);
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/18370085/site/newsweek/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/18370083/site/newsweek/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/18370079/site/newsweek/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/18368220/site/newsweek/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/18367803/site/newsweek/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/18370083/site/newsweek/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/18368743/site/newsweek/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/18366765/site/newsweek/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/18366765/site/newsweek/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/18367799/site/newsweek/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BsMJL0IpQVenQCM6M8wP7qIGYA7K34bQGAAAAEAEgADgAWLqE7JjuAWD52vKDlBCCARdjYS1wdWItMzY3MTM0NjU1MTIyMTUwObIBGHd3dy5kY2xrLWRlZmF1bHQtcmVmLmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBAtoBIGh0dHA6Ly93d3cuZGNsay1kZWZhdWx0LXJlZi5jb20vwAIC4AIA6gIRNzAxL25ld3N3ZWVrLmludGz4AvfRHpADhAeYA-ADqAMB0ASQTuAEAZAGAaAGFNgHAQ&num=0&cid=5GgBiJXwbJV_eaeUPo5qXyK-&sig=AOD64_00eOUgvKbalhujLH6eVECZHI_hgg&client=ca-pub-3671346551221509&adurl=http://games.washingtonpost.com/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/clk;126645661;10909409;i?http://ad.doubleclick.net/clk;89262079;16229611;o?http://myservices.equifax.com/1Q05G_swe
http://ad.doubleclick.net/clk;126645661;10909409;i?http://ad.doubleclick.net/clk;89262079;16229611;o?http://myservices.equifax.com/1Q05G_swe
http://www.wirefly.com/
http://www.wirefly.com/
http://www.shell.com/dialogues
http://www.shell.com/dialogues

Search Archives

Xtra.newsweek.com

Video

U.S. News
Politics

World News
Business
Sports
Entertainment
Health

Tech / Science
Travel
Weather
Blogs Etc.
Local News
Newsweek
Multimedia
Most Popular
NBC NEWS
Today Show
Nightly News
Dateline NBC
Meet the Press
MSNBC TV

Periscope - Newsweek: International Editions - MSNBC.com

come from prestigious families.

Although research on suicide bombers is more
thorough than ever before, experts warn that relying
on profiles could be risky. "Whether someone is
successful as a suicide bomber has less to do with
their age and more to do with whether they're
hooked up to people that have a good plan, good
intelligence," says Evan Kohlmann, a U.S.-based
terrorism expert. He says the Taliban has vastly
improved on this front, in part by adopting the Iraqi
tactic of filming and glamorizing bombing missions a:
a recruiting tool. "It's amazing the impact this
propaganda has," he says. "It becomes easier and
easier to recruit." And that may give the Taliban its
pick of martyrs for future attacks.

—Barrett Sheridan
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Has Thailand fallen off the investment map? The
recent coup by officers with a pastoral vision of a
self-reliant nation is said to be scaring off investors.
Last week the Finance minister resigned in protest.
But look closer.

Not all investors are running. Those from Singapore
and Malaysia are cutting back, but in January the
Japanese invested $318 million, up 100 percent fromr
last January. China's stake rose sevenfold. Thailand
is now a barometer of investor moods, with big
players ignoring politics, staying in for the long haul.
The rub: the junta may, too.
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On a continent infamous for Big Man rule, the United Nations is trying to
push power to the villages. In a trial run in Tiby, Mali, the U.N. Millennium
Village Project is granting the few hundred villagers $250,000 over five
years and the help of Ph.D. -wielding experts to develop their own plan to
attack poverty aid. Together, they are working out ways to encourage kids
to study, fertilize barren fields, distribute mosquito nets and build a new
school and health clinic. Tiby will be a test case for the government of Mali
and other nations—Senegal, Nigeria and Ghana—where leaders are open to
shifting power to the countryside. For states that have been top-heavy since
colonial days, this is radical. But Tiby special envoy Changa Diarra is
optimistic. "We'll put in a system to leave poverty behind," he says. "There's

no limit for us in Tiby."

—Elizabeth Dickinson
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