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"The emotional urges which are inescapable, and are perhaps even necessary to political action, should be able to exist side by
side with an acceptance of reality." George Orwell, Notes on Nationalism
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Booms of a different sort
Rational choice analysis in political science at its fnest.
Harvard economist Efraim Benmelech and  Claude Berrebi of
RAND argue in an new NBER paper that:

This paper provides the frst detailed analysis of
the relationship between suicide bombers
characteristics and their performance in suicide
bombing attacks. We fnd evidence that
Palestinian terror organizations match older and
more educated suicide bombers to more
important Israeli targets.

We also fnd that older and more educated
suicide bombers kill more people in their suicide
attacks when assigned to important targets.
Furthermore, we also fnd that older and
educated suicide bombers are less likely to fail or
to be caught when they attack. Our evidence
suggests that, as predicted by economic theory,
suicide bombers plausibly maximize an expected
payoff from their attacks. The evidence confrms
the prediction that older and more educated
suicide bombers are more effective when
assigned to more important targets, and that
older and educated suicide bombers are more
likely to launch successful attacks without being
caught.

Our paper also contributes to the debate on the
relation between education, poverty and
terrorism. We revise the existing estimate of the
proportion of suicide bombers who either have
an academic degree or are enrolled as students
in academic institutions. While our estimate is
still signifcantly higher than the average
educational attainment in the Palestinian society
it is lower than previous estimates of educational
attainment of suicide bombers. We argue that
sample selection may bias the estimates of
education among suicide bombers since less

RECENT POSTS

Lake birds in St. James's Park

Fossil Fuels 3 - The Bottom of the
Barrel

Ireland's Energy Sugar Rush

Pinstripe Rambo

MySpace.gov

Iran: Paper Tiger?

Busy, busy, busy

Imperial Hubris

Jean Buadrillard Did Not Die

"Never again", again?

Subscribe to this blog's feed

CATEGORIES

Books

Britain

Business and Finance

Current Affairs

Energy

Environment

Film

Food and Drink

Funnies

Ireland

Media

Mid East

Published elsewhere

Religion

Security

The Management

TV

US

Web/Tech

http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/
http://peternolan.typepad.com/about.html
http://www.typepad.com/
http://www.typepad.com/
http://richarddelevan.blogspot.com/index.html
http://www.marginalrevolution.com/marginalrevolution/
http://www.sciencemag.org/
http://www.nickcohen.net/
http://blog.foreignpolicy.com/
http://www.socialaffairsunit.org.uk/blog/
http://newcultureforum.blogspot.com/index.html
http://www.wired.com/
http://www.pressgazette.co.uk/
http://www.rte.ie/rss/news.xml
http://www.economist.com/
http://www.artsjournal.com/popcorn/
http://dailyablution.blogs.com/the_daily_ablution/
http://www.newyorker.com/
http://timworstall.typepad.com/timworstall/
http://www.tnr.com/
http://www.realclimate.org/
http://bigpicture.typepad.com/comments/
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue/
http://oxblog.blogspot.com/index.html
http://www.sluggerotoole.com/index.php
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2007/02/old_friends.html
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2007/03/fossil_fools_2.html
http://www.economics.harvard.edu/faculty/benmelech/papers/Terror_NBER_0207.pdf
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2008/10/lake-birds-in-st-jamess-park.html
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2007/04/fossil_fuels_3_.html
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2007/04/fossil_fuels_3_.html
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2007/03/irelands_energy.html
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2007/03/pinstripe_rambo.html
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2007/03/not_just_the_ar.html
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2007/03/iran_paper_tige.html
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2007/03/busy_busy_busy.html
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2007/03/imperial_hubris.html
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2007/03/jean_buadrillar.html
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2007/03/never_again_aga.html
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/atom.xml
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/archives.html
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/books/
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/britain/
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/business_and_finance/
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/current_affairs/
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/energy/
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/environment/
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/film/
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/food_and_drink/
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/funnies/
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/ireland/
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/media/
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/mid_east/
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/published_elsewhere/
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/religion/
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/security/
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/the_management/
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/tv/
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/us/
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/webtech/


Peter Nolan: Booms of a different sort

Fast Company

The Shaigetz - Doing it maai vey

The Superfcial - Because You're Ugly

Eamonn Fitzgerald's Rainy Day

Midas Oracle .ORG

The Daily Dish

FT Alphaville

Fallibilist

washingtonpost.com - Editorials and
Opinions

National Review Online

The Irish Times' Top Stories

The Weekly Standard

Natural Capital

The Corner on National Review
Online

Guy Fawkes

The New York Review of Books

Scobleizer - Tech Geek Blogger

Jewlicious

Little Green Footballs

Harry's Place

The Commons Blog

On the Face

NYT > Home Page

Opinion - International Herald
Tribune

Reason Magazine - Hit & Run

Drink-soaked Trotskyite Popinjays For
WAR

WSJ.com: Opinion

The New Criterion

Slashdot

Irish Eagle

realitycheck(dot)ie

Oliver Kamm

Ex Ihle

Slate Magazine

New Statesman

ynet - News

FT.com - UK Homepage

The comments to this entry are closed.

educated bombers are signifcantly more likely to
fail in their mission.

I'll be interested to read the NBER studies by Berman et al.
that he cites.  My belief so far has been that Robert Pape's
evidence is weaker than his conclusions in respect of the
Palestinian attacks on Israel.  Still, if we generally expect the
more intelligent to be more altruistic than the general
population, then Pape's thesis is supported by this study. 

Berman has argued in a 2003 paper that the organisational
economics of the terrorist group itself explains much of the
escalation of violence, with the dynamics of maintaining trust
within the group demanding ever greater committments,
escalating ultimately to suicide-bombing.   Interesting. 

March 01, 2007 in Mid East, Security | Permalink

Comments

Weblogs

OCTOBER 2008

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

      1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31  

RECENT COMMENTS

grand özgül termal on Lake birds in
St. James's Park

kiralık devremülkler on Lake birds in
St. James's Park

Asics shoes on Jean Buadrillard Did
Not Die

Jordans Sneakers on Iran: Paper
Tiger?

オテモヤン  on Lake birds in St.
James's Park

オテモヤン  on Lake birds in St.
James's Park

dissertation topic on Fossil Fuels 3 -
The Bottom of the Barrel

dissertation help on Lake birds in St.
James's Park

EWI on Iran: Paper Tiger?

Peter Nolan on The World is Not Flat

ARCHIVES

October 2008

April 2007

March 2007

February 2007

January 2007

October 2006

July 2006

June 2006

http://www.fastcompany.com/
http://theshaigetz.blogspot.com/index.html
http://thesuperficial.com/
http://www.eamonn.com/
http://www.midasoracle.org/
http://andrewsullivan.theatlantic.com/the_daily_dish/
http://ftalphaville.ft.com/blog
http://fallibilist.blogspot.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/linkset/2005/05/30/LI2005053000331.html?nav=rss_opinion
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/linkset/2005/05/30/LI2005053000331.html?nav=rss_opinion
http://www.nationalreview.com/
http://www.ireland.com/front
http://www.weeklystandard.com/weblogs/TWSFP/
http://envecon.wordpress.com/
http://corner.nationalreview.com/
http://corner.nationalreview.com/
http://5thnovember.blogspot.com/index.html
http://www.nybooks.com/
http://scobleizer.com/
http://www.jewlicious.com/
http://www.littlegreenfootballs.com/weblog/
http://hurryupharry.bloghouse.net/
http://commonsblog.org/
http://ontheface.blogware.com/blog
http://www.nytimes.com/index.html?partner=rssnyt
http://www.iht.com/pages/opinion/index.php
http://www.iht.com/pages/opinion/index.php
http://www.reason.com/blog
http://drinksoakedtrotsforwar.blogspot.com/index.html
http://drinksoakedtrotsforwar.blogspot.com/index.html
http://online.wsj.com/
http://newcriterion.com/
http://slashdot.org/
http://irisheagle.blogspot.com/
http://realitycheckdotie.blogspot.com/index.html
http://oliverkamm.com/
http://exihle.blogspot.com/
http://www.slate.com/
http://www.newstatesman.com/
http://www.ynetnews.com/home/0,7340,L-3082,00.html
http://www.ft.com/home/uk
http://econ.ucsd.edu/~elib/tamir.pdf
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/mid_east/
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/security/
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/weblogs/
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2008/10/lake-birds-in-st-jamess-park.html
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2008/10/lake-birds-in-st-jamess-park.html?cid=6a00d83453c90269e2014e605b31eb970c#comment-6a00d83453c90269e2014e605b31eb970c
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2008/10/lake-birds-in-st-jamess-park.html
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2008/10/lake-birds-in-st-jamess-park.html
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2008/10/lake-birds-in-st-jamess-park.html?cid=6a00d83453c90269e20147e35fde14970b#comment-6a00d83453c90269e20147e35fde14970b
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2008/10/lake-birds-in-st-jamess-park.html
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2008/10/lake-birds-in-st-jamess-park.html
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2007/03/jean_buadrillar.html?cid=6a00d83453c90269e20133f45705de970b#comment-6a00d83453c90269e20133f45705de970b
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2007/03/jean_buadrillar.html
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2007/03/jean_buadrillar.html
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2007/03/iran_paper_tige.html?cid=6a00d83453c90269e20133f256c986970b#comment-6a00d83453c90269e20133f256c986970b
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2007/03/iran_paper_tige.html
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2007/03/iran_paper_tige.html
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2008/10/lake-birds-in-st-jamess-park.html?cid=6a00d83453c90269e20120a811a19a970b#comment-6a00d83453c90269e20120a811a19a970b
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2008/10/lake-birds-in-st-jamess-park.html
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2008/10/lake-birds-in-st-jamess-park.html
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2008/10/lake-birds-in-st-jamess-park.html?cid=6a00d83453c90269e20120a80587bb970b#comment-6a00d83453c90269e20120a80587bb970b
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2008/10/lake-birds-in-st-jamess-park.html
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2008/10/lake-birds-in-st-jamess-park.html
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2007/04/fossil_fuels_3_.html?cid=6a00d83453c90269e2011570899ace970b#comment-6a00d83453c90269e2011570899ace970b
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2007/04/fossil_fuels_3_.html
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2007/04/fossil_fuels_3_.html
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2008/10/lake-birds-in-st-jamess-park.html?cid=6a00d83453c90269e20112796feddf28a4#comment-6a00d83453c90269e20112796feddf28a4
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2008/10/lake-birds-in-st-jamess-park.html
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2008/10/lake-birds-in-st-jamess-park.html
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2007/03/iran_paper_tige.html?cid=63593998#comment-6a00d83453c90269e200d834ee63fa53ef
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2007/03/iran_paper_tige.html
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2007/03/the_world_is_no.html?cid=62736040#comment-6a00d83453c90269e200d834eb52e553ef
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2007/03/the_world_is_no.html
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/archives.html
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2008/10/index.html
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2007/04/index.html
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2007/03/index.html
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2007/02/index.html
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2007/01/index.html
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2006/10/index.html
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2006/07/index.html
http://peternolan.typepad.com/peter_nolan/2006/06/index.html

	typepad.com
	Peter Nolan: Booms of a different sort




